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How to write botanic names for publications
Botanical plant names, regardless of the rank (family, genus, species…) should be italicised. Rank names such as Sect., var., subsp. and f. are not italicised.

All author names associated should not be italicised.
	Myrtaceae Tribe Myrteae

Begonia Sect. Gireoudia

Gentiana verna var. cantabrica 


The first mention of the species where it is being described should have the full name 

	Artemisia absinthium 


Later references to the species can have the genus abbreviated:

	A. absinthium 


When dealing with subspecies, use the abbreviation subsp. instead of ssp. to avoid confusion with sp. and spp. as in:

	Acacia dealbata  subsp. subalpina 


When referring to the genus in plural, e.g. talking about “planting geraniums”, the name should not be in italics and should be in lower case, as it is no longer a botanical name but a common name.  Other examples: camellias, dahlias, fuchsias, hostas, lobelias etc.  Likewise all common names such as sage, should be in lower case as well.

Hybrid names

The 2006 International Code of Botanical Nomenclature states that the multiplication sign x “should be placed so as to express that it belongs with the name or epithet but is not actually part of it”.

As the true multiplication sign
 cannot be italicised and has a baseline higher than normal text, placing it without any space next to the hybrid name satisfies both requirements i.e. 

	Hebe ×franciscana

×Mahoberberis


If the letter x is used it is customary to leave a space before the hybrid name:
	Mentha x piperita


In hybrid formula (usually enclosed in brackets), there is always a space around the × 

	(Hebe elliptica × Hebe speciosa)


Graft-chimaeras would be written as 

	+Laburnocytisus


With orchids, the × is usually missed out in the hybrid name, causing confusion for non-orchid people. 

	Kawamatoara (Brassavola × Cattleya × Domingoa × Epidendrum × Laelia)


Trade Designations

When plants are registered for Plant Breeders’ Rights (PBR) or PVR (Plant Variety Rights), the alternative name is called a trade designation. Firms often use different trade designations in different countries for the same plant.  For example Rosa SURREY ‘Korlanum’ PBR is sold in the UK, but the same rose is called Rosa SOMMERWIND ‘Korlanum’ PBR in Germany and Rosa  VENT D’ÉTÉ ‘Korlanum’ PBR in France.  Unfortunately the cultivar name ‘Korlanum’ is not often quoted alongside the Trade Designation which is should be. 

The cultivar name associated to a PBR plant it may be a code (eg Digitalis × valinii Illumination Pink = 'Tmdgfp001' PBR), in which case the plant will almost always be sold under a trade designation.
Trade designations can resemble cultivar names (eg. Illumination Pink), but they should never be written between quotation marks.

If possible, use ‘small capitals’
 and a smaller font size for the Trade Designation.

	Choisya ternata SUNDANCE ‘Lich’ PBR


The PBR/PVR mark should be if possible written as superscript

	Geranium ROZANNE = 'Gerwat' PBR


Cultivar names

These must always be written in non-italics and surrounded with single quotation marks.  

	Magnolia  ‘Amabilis’

Mahonia repens  ‘Rotundifolia’


Cultivar groups are included in the plant name, written with a capital letter.

	Geranium Rambling Robin Group


If a Group name appears with a cultivar, it is written within brackets.

	Geranium clarkei (Purple flowered Group) ‘Kashmir Purple’


Series names are treated similarly to Group names and placed in brackets after the cultivar name or trade designation:

	Achillea 'Apricot Delight' (Tutti Frutti Series)
Achillea (Summer Pastels Group) 'Peachy Seduction' (Seduction Series)


For additional information please see: 
‘Plant names: A guide for horticulturists, nurserymen, gardeners and students’

· Written by the Horticultural Taxonomy Group- Hortax. 
http://www.hortax.org.uk/hortax-booklet.html
Prepared 12 April 2012 – revised August 2019
� MS Word tip/shortcut : Insert/Symbol or quicker, Alt key followed by 0215


� MS Word tip: Format/Font and tick ‘small caps’


� MS Word example: Rosa (Font size 11) VENT D’ÉTÉ (Font size 8, small caps)  


� MS Word tip: Format/Font and tick ‘Superscript’.  





