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Research and records: 
Verifying plant names & 

provenance.
Recording research with 

Persephone.
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Verifying plant names & 
provenance.
• Online resources for verification of nomenclature. RHS. IPNI. WF. 

KPOWO. APNI. ICRA.

• Print & online plant catalogues. Nursery websites. Historic copies 
of RHS Plant Finder publications.

• Plant registers – online and by request from registrar. 

• The Plant Review & The Garden. The RHS horticultural database 
will list relevant citations.

• Specialist plant societies.

• Books.  Specialist and generalised encyclopaedia.



Further research

• BHL Biodiversity Heritage. Can search using plants names to 
locate plant catalogues and RHS Journals.

• Internet search : search terms using plant names, synonyms, 

plant names + nursey, plant names + breeder to explore 

search hits.

• Social media: Useful tool. Nurseries, plant groups & 

societies on Facebook.

• Beware of the provenance of source material on internet.  

Cross check against multiple sources. Rule of 3 references. 



Biodiversity Heritage Library



Begin the conversation 
& talk to…
• Garden owners

• Nursery people

• Plantspeople

• Organisations

• Registrars

• Sometimes the clue to the provenance of a plant is held in a 
memory.  Not all plant breeders registered cultivars they 
produced.  Registration dates are sometimes much later 
than the introduction.



Hydrangea 
macrophylla 'Trebah 
Silver’
planted 1950s, 
‘discovered 1999’.



Persephone for recording 
research - Images.



Persephone for recording 
research-Files.



CONSERVING THE DIVERSITY OF GARDEN PLANTS

Be the detective and 
enjoy your research 

journey.
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